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Why I support the play space:

My wife and I have a 16 month old son, and overall we love living downtown.  While nearly everything you could ever want is within walking distance, there are literally no parks that are oriented toward children in the urban core of our city.  The closest child-focused parks are on Queen Anne or in the Central District, which requires a car or bus trip. With all of the benefits of living in a high density urban area, having parks to attract and keep families is critical, and the lack of parks (or even a park) is one of the key challenges for our family to be able to stay downtown as our family grows in size and age.

We strongly support the effort to build a children's play space in downtown Seattle.

Thank you!

Tim P.
My husband and I are both attorneys working downtown.  We live with our almost 2-year old daughter on the corner of Second and Lenora. We love living downtown; the access to work, to great restaurants and the arts is unbeatable.  We feel fortunate that our daughter is within walking distance of amazing attractions like the aquarium, SAM, the library and Seattle Centre, but those activities all require us to pay-to-play.  We have taken her many times to the waterfront park and sculpture garden, and although fun for a while, it does not attract kids like a playground would.  

Access to a park is a major factor for us thinking of selling our home and moving out of downtown.  To have a place for kids, where they can congregate, get to know each other and play would definitely effect our decision and that of other families that we know.  

Please continue to fight for a downtown park!  It would be a great addition to our beautiful city!

Thank you,
Paige D.
P.S. The parking lot on the corner of Second and Stewart would be an excellent location for a new playground / park!  

I was very pleased to read about a possible downtown Seattle playground in today’s PI.   While my family lives on Mercer Island, my wife works downtown and we have our two boys (1 and 3) in daycare downtown.  We would welcome the opportunity to spend more time downtown with our boys, and believe a playground would go a long way towards making Seattle a more livable city.  I hope the downtown playground project moves forward, and you have the support of my family.

Thank you.

John S.
My children are in a downtown daycare that would welcome a downtown playground.  Please let me know if you think letters of support from downtown daycares would also be helpful in supporting this cause.
 
Thanks.
Ardel J.
I am a mother of an 11 month old and would love to see an indoor/outdoor playground in downtown Seattle. We own a condo on Denny/Lenora and another one on Western Avenue. 

In our current condo, we have about 15 newborns in the last year and if the City would like to keep families living in downtown, then more kid friendly arenas/etc. would be a great solution.

Please let me know if you should need any other info. 

Thuy N.
I am a resident in the 2200 condo and am in support of developing a children’s play space in downtown Seattle.   

 

If you should need any further info, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Cory D.
I live on Western and Lenora (downtown; pike place).  I wholeheartedly support the development of a new children's play space downtown! For eight years I've worked downtown (three of which I've lived in the heart of the city); after frequenting too many meetings in office buildings, I can say I've indulged in happy hours, sweated at gyms, and enjoyed fine dining. But as I pushed my 6 month old in her stroller the other day, I walked by a dog park, a p-patch and numerous bars and coffee shops.  Nothing stood out as a primary kid friendly option. We chose to live in the heart of the city to experience the city, embrace the city and love on the city. Now with a child, I have found I walk down the same streets, getting funny looks because I have a child in tow. While the Sculpture Park is lovely, it would be divine to have a spot in the city that embraces the next generation, our kiddos. More families are moving to the city; now is the time to welcome the little ones.

Erin H.
If it’s going to be in the core, it would be great for it to embody Seattle in some way, with structures/activities supported by Amazon, Microsoft, Boeing, Gates Foundation and others. I agree with the feedback that we shouldn't just be looking for a standard swing set, but something more creative, urban, Seattle. 

 

On the creative front, maybe we could make it a contest of sorts among different design firms in the city. 

 

To be fully utilized, it needs a roof - much like University Village's. I know there are many mom's throughout the region that go to U-Village specifically for that play structure. It doesn't have to be fully indoor or fully enclosed, but something that would allow families to enjoy it year round. Otherwise, being in Seattle, we're talking three months of use out of the year. 

Adam S.
Thank you for help leading the charge to make downtown kid-friendly. As a resident, and father of two, I applaud your efforts and would love to help assist in any way. Please let me know what I can do and would be glad to connect with you.

Regards,

Tim G.
I am four months pregnant.  My husband and I are committed to supporting Seattle and living sustainably in our small condo on First Ave at Seneca St.  And, we want to raise our family in the vibrant urban community we love, surrounded by culture and excitement, and not sheltered by suburban life. 

We have had several neighbors with children leave in the past few years.  Neighbors who were equally committed to our community.  They found they could not make it work.  Most common among the complaints is the lack of a playground.  It sounds minor, but for young children it is essential to have unstructured play time for adventure and exploration (often difficult in the urban environment, where safety is a concern).  They get a chance to interact with other children, making new friends and learning social skills.  Most importantly, unlike our suburban counterparts, we do not own private outdoor space.  Spending time outside in the city happens for us in public spaces only.

After hearing many moms talk about getting their small children up to Cal Anderson just to have some play time outside, I wonder how I will fair.  I hope that I’m not another example of how city living and families don’t mix.  We want to make this work, but we need the city we love to help us out where it can.

Thank you,
Emily G.
I both work and live downtown.  I am a real estate broker and have worked on several condominium developments downtown.  I am currently representing the Olive 8 condominium project.  As a broker selling the downtown lifestyle, I am in support of a downtown children’s park.  I have had many conversations with families over the years who want to live downtown but are concerned about the lack of parks and public spaces for their children.  

As a resident who lives on the corner of 1st and Virginia, I equally support parks.  We need to have more life in our streets that encourages families to both live and visit downtown.  This would help to improve street scape in addition to supporting existing retailers and attracting new ones.   I feel that we have lost the retail war to University Village and Bellevue.  Not having adequate parks has been a contributing factor.    

Please let me know if there is anything further I can to do help support this effort.

Julie M.
My name is Mindy Huffman, and I am a parent who lives on Capitol Hill who frequently visits downtown. I can say that I would certainly spend more time downtown with my child if there was a place to take him to play. He gets bored being in the stroller riding along on errands, and if there was a way he could get out and have a play break, I could almost double my time downtown. I'm sure many parents who walk or bus commute to downtown are in my shoes. I also am a huge proponent of urban density, and cities should be populated by families, too, so more parks/playgrounds, please! 

Mindy H.
My name is Michelle Parker and I live at Metropolitan Tower in the Denny Triangle/SLU area. Thank you for your work to create a children's park in the downtown core. I am writing to support the development of a children's play park on the downtown core because I believe that we must build city structures that encourage the city we want to see. Families provide a positive economic and social impact on our city, but many families I know do not want to move downtown because there are no parks, no public schools, and no reasonably priced places to live...this must change if we want families to move downtown! Parks also provide a great sense of community and this is something we need downtown as well. 

Thanks for helping make downtown Seattle a great place to live.

Michelle P.
My name is Julie Biniasz and I’m a resident of 1521 2nd Avenue, Seattle WA 98101.  I’m also a real estate agent.  We have over 50 children in our building which was a pleasant surprise to me and most residents.  Its added to the quality of our lives and Seattle needs to support families moving to the city.  

I think a kids park is a huge attribute to the city.  It brings new life into the city and encourages more families to consider moving back.  Most young parents would enjoy living in the city but Seattle has been slow in making steps to support it.  

As an agent I often hear from potential buyers where do we take the children to release energy and where are the parks?  I can offer Steinbrueck park but is not the most comforting area with homeless.   We should model the park off of Washington Square in NYC near NYU.  This is a large park with a fenced in smaller park with slides, swings, etc for kids.  Parent go there and feel comfortable letting the kids roam free.  It doesn’t need to be as large and could be created in a parking lots area.

There couldn’t be a better time to live downtown and it’s only going to get better with parks for kids and families. 

Thanks,

Julie B.
I recently read of the DSA’s interest in promoting a kids’ playground in downtown Seattle and I think it’s a great idea.

When I think of my travels and stays in other cities, with my now 8-year old son, I can imagine that having a place to let him unwind between shopping, museum, and other touristy pursuits would be a wonderful thing.  Seattle is home to so many visitors, and has such great attractions, that this is an obvious and much needed addition.  The sculpture garden is really the only place near downtown that I can think of where little ones can just run around and be safe.

As a resident of Beacon Hill, I take light rail daily, and frequently bring my son downtown to the movies or occasionally to my office.  It would be great to have a play place downtown where we could meet friends, and have a latte while the kids play.

A kids’ play space would be a welcome addition for both tourists and residents.  It would definitely need to be supervised, locked at night, etc. to ensure it remains clean and safe for kids.  Walking through a field of empty bottles, needles, or other urban trash would not make anyone want to come back!

Allison D.
I think adding a children’s play space downtown is a great idea. I live on Queen Anne hill but work downtown right at the Pike Place Market. The Market, of course, has lots of children and youth visitors who are excited to be here. Adding a play space downtown could provide a way to extend these visits and make downtown a great place to bring the family on a weekend afternoon.

I don’t have children myself, but I believe that nurturing and protecting children and expanding their horizons are some of the most important things we adults can do. A city that values its children is a city that will thrive.

Thank you for your work and best wishes for a successful application.

Rhonda P.
My name is Laura Avalone. I currently live downtown, at the Olivian, on the corner of Olive Way and 8th Ave. I have two young boys aged 3 and 6.  My family moved here from Boston almost a year ago.  We lived in the city in Boston, and since moving to Seattle we have decided that we would like to continue living the urban lifestyle long-term. We enjoy living downtown, in the heart of the city, and feel that our children are receiving a unique and enriching experience being exposed to the culture and diversity Seattle has to offer; And it’s all right outside our door! 

 

Being a mom of two energetic boys, of course one of the first things I looked into when we moved here was a outdoor play space that I could easily get them to so they could run, play and meet other children in the area. On a side note, we do not own a car! We got used to not needing one in Boston, and have been trying to make it work here in Seattle as well.  So, what do we do when we need to get out for a bit and run around? We usually walk to Cascade Park. Probably the closest park to us, other than Denny Park, which is good for kicking a ball around, but doesn’t offer much in terms of equipment for kids to play on. Another option, we take the trolley to SLU and play on the grass there, or at the very small playground they have near the Wooden Boats. Olympic Park is fun for running around on the grass, but again, no play space for kiddos. When I’m feeling really motivated, we get on the bus and go to Volunteer Park or Cal Anderson on Capitol Hill. So, all this being said, how we would LOVE to have a nice play space right in the heart of downtown! My husband and I have had this conversation many times.  There are so many kids living downtown, and it would be so convenient to have a place to access easily (by walking of course) on a regular basis. 

 

My older son is attending Spruce Street School on Virginia Ave. I will be sure to pass this proposal information on to all of my friends there, as well as the mom’s I know living here at the Olivian and in the downtown area. I hope that support for the grant is positive!

 

Laura A.
My name is Gail Cornwall and I live in the Olivian apartment building at 8th and Olive with my husband, two and a half year-old daughter, and newborn son.  We moved here almost two years ago and have desperately needed a local playground ever since.  We frequent Cascade Park, Cal Anderson Park, South Lake Union Park, Denny Park, and the SAM Sculpture Park.  The last doesn't offer much in the way of play opportunity, just green space for running.  Denny Park has one toddler friendly item, but is woefully inadequate for entertaining a toddler for any length of time and is often unsafe.  South Lake Union Park requires a commute by trolley and only has a play structure that's sized for larger children.  It also is often overrun by school classes making it unsafe for toddlers.  Cascade Park and Cal Anderson Park are fantastic but are too far afield via streets without awnings to make a trip practicable when rain threatens, which is most of the time.  We are left without a functional play area during a time when medical sources urge us parents to increase our children's physical activity in order to combat the obesity epidemic.  According to our Downtown day care center, "[r]esearch shows that the average 3-year-old today consumes more calories and gets less exercise than 25 years ago."  I contacted the city with the idea of creating a play space in the commercial core, possibly on the empty pier adjacent to the Seattle Aquarium or in the circle of concrete by the Westlake trolley station (New York City style with fencing, obviously), but was told that a playground is already planned for the Belltown green space project.  I wholeheartedly support your efforts and would like to be involved in the grant application process or help in any other way I can.

Thank you,

Gail C. 

I am Kelli Martin, a new Seattle resident. My husband and our 22-month old daughter live in the heart of downtown at The Olivian at 8th Avenue and Olive Way. I'm writing to explain why I support the development of a children’s play space in the downtown retail district. I hope these personalized words of support will help strengthen the application to the City of Seattle for grant funding.

My family and I moved to Seattle from New York City in September 2011. We were eager to move as we were ready for a peaceful, more relaxed environment, and because of a terrific career opportunity I accepted. We love living downtown because of the energy, the close proximity to the water, all the great children's activities (aquarium, SAM, library, etc.) and the nightlife when my husband and I have date nights. The only thing I miss is a playground for our daughter.

Vivian loves running around on her strong, chubby little legs, but we have to travel to Cascade playground in South Lake Union for her to do so. We spend a fair amount of time getting there when we'd rather spend that time actually playing. We also go to the little open green space at Pike Market, but that area is too small for any true playtime and doesn't have any equipment. Last, we take her to Pacific Place or Westlake Mall to walk around, but there's no substitute for being outside and being able to explore in a child-friendly environment. It'd be a great meeting space for families to get together with other families and tighten the social bonds, making downtown more of a residential community.

We are very happy in Seattle and it feels like home already; we feel very settled. Having a playground with equipment and open green/grass space for running around would make our new home even homier--and even more stimulating for Vivian and for the many other young children who live in the downtown.

Thank you very much for all your hard work and support in this effort.

Happy New Year,

Kelli M.
Hello and hope you are well.  

I’m sending a quick note to support the creation of a children’s play area in downtown.  I’ll give a few points objectively as well as subjectively (I have 2 kids).  Currently, we live at the Olivian and expect to settle long term in the city. After living a few years in suburbia we have decided for us that the urban lifestyle gives us the most ability to expose our kids to cultural experiences.  I say ‘us’ but we have talked to many parents who want to try and make an urban lifestyle work including new transplants from the amazon growth in SLU. One of the challenges (the two others are below for reference) is easy access to play area and green space for the kids to run around. Currently we need to go to cascade park or to Capitol Hill neither of which are easy for daily energy outlets. 

A park easily accessible in downtown that had a combination of ‘jungle jim’ with simple grass and a section with trees for the kids to run around and play solves the issue.  

Thanks for the consideration.

Steve A. 

Sir, thank you for the considered recommendation to improve the livability of our Seattle Downtown area.   I would love to see our downtown more able to facilitate families with young children thereby making it a more family friendly and accommodating area. I am retired and would like seeing families enjoying the benefits and convenience of our great downtown.

Sheila G.
I love this idea!!


Jen K.
My name is Jennifer Peyree and I live downtown at 1521 2nd Ave.  My husband and I have two young boys and are thrilled about the idea of having a playground downtown.  This is something that we have struggled with trying to live downtown since our kids were born.  As much as we love the metropolitan lifestyle that downtown provides we are struggling with the day to day task of getting out kids outside for healthy playtime.  We are excited by this idea and it would be the one thing that can make downtown living truly doable car free.  Right now we have to still use our car on a daily basis just to get our kids out somewhere safe to play, the playground could be a start to remedy this and make Seattle a true self-contained downtown where we wouldn't need to use our car.

Thanks so much for championing this much needed improvement to Seattle.

Jennifer P.
I am writing to support efforts to create a kid's play space in DT Seattle. 

 

I am currently and temporarily living in NYC along an avenue that has multiple play spaces for kids (prior to this move I lived along the waterfront in DT Seattle and intend to move back to this location).  Having such an area creates communities and a pleasant atmosphere for all local residents - whether they are parents of young ones or well beyond that stage.  Seattle is maturing into a city where young and old have a desire to live and having such a place for parents and caregivers to take their children is critical to diversifying the population in the Emerald City.  Please consider developing such spaces for the enjoyment of all residents.  One caveat is the parks I am familiar with in NYC are for kids and their caretakers/parents.  Unaccompanied adults are not allowed into these areas and a similar rule should be adopted for any DT Seattle play spaces.  Otherwise, I fear the area will be overrun with adult transients. 

Richard B.
I am writing in support of the development of a children's play space in Downtown Seattle.  I am the Program Coordinator for Pike Market Child Care and Preschool, and am often perplexed by the lack of children's play areas in the downtown area.  We have several families in our program who live downtown, and express frustration at having to travel to other neighborhoods to let their children play outdoors.  With the growing number of children in Downtown Seattle, I believe it is important to make available fun and safe areas for our children to play outside.

Please feel free to contact me by email or phone.

Lesa V.
I strongly support a children's playground downtown. I hope we can make downtown friendly to children and families. A safe playground helps children get sunshine, some fresh air, room to stretch their long muscles & a chance to be a bit noisy!  As a grandmother, I would invite my "sunshines" to visit a playground with my supervision. I would love to see the children who live in our condo be able to use this amenity. Downtown will flourish if we make it a mixed use area.

 

Thanks for listening!

 

Marcia S. (I live in a condo at corner of First & Spring)

I have lived in downtown Seattle for 12 years and i currently live at 7th and Westlake. I strongly support having a playground built for the following reasons:

-it will increase the vibrancy of downtown -one of the reasons folks believe downtown is "not for them" is a lack of such amenities.

-bringing families downtown is one the most important pieces of the puzzle in making Seattle The world class city it wants/needs to be.

Sincerely,

Darren H.
I live at 1521 Second Ave. A number of families with young children live in this building. How wonderful it would be for them - and for the City - if there were a playground nearby. The City needs young families - the more the better. The more wholesome people live downtown, the less the impact of the mentally ill and other unfortunates who populate this area. The same would undoubtedly be true for Pioneer Square. Playgrounds would make downtown a vibrant, healthier place.

Sincerely, 

Deborah C.
As the father of a small child living the Denny Triangle I am fully in support of the addition of children's playgrounds in Downtown. An urban environment can be challenging to allow children to run free with the inherent dangers of dense roads and traffic coupled with the safety and security risk posed in densely populated urban cores. Secure children's playgrounds allowing children to play freely in a safe, controlled space and interact with other children creates opportunities for physical and emotional learning and growth, including development of good social skills. Where children do not have the opportunity to play outside of the family home in a yard, provision of playgrounds is key to allowing those children to experience outdoor play with all its benefits.

 

Regards,

Roger C.
As a father of two young boys and a Belltown resident, I can attest to the lack of sufficient children’s play space in Downtown Seattle.  Before having kids, my wife and I shopped and ate meals downtown nearly every day.  We still frequent downtown stores and restaurants, but a children’s playground would entice us to come much more often.  A children’s playground downtown, perhaps in a green space or within a building near the core shopping district would be a major attraction for many families with young children, and I believe it would significantly improve the vibrancy of downtown and provide many economic benefits to the city.

Sincerely,

Charles K.
We have lived downtown for almost seven years now, first at 1221 1st Ave and now at 809 Olive Way.  While downtown living for adults is well endowed with amenities for those with children it is not.  Playgrounds are in short supply and require a trip in a car even to get to the closest ones.  We only have to look up Interstate 5 a ways to see how Vancouver, BC does things in this regard.  The sooner we can change this the sooner we can encourage more families to consider living downtown, at least those with younger children.

Longer term we should make this part of an overall plan that would include a school in the downtown area (again look to Vancouver).  

Playgrounds and a school would provide a powerful draw for many families and ensure a critical mass for continued in-migration and a solid base for our downtown businesses to plan for the future.

Best,

Paul & Sheila G.
I support the DSA's effort to construct a children's playground in Downtown.  Making the Downtown more Family Friendly is vital from an economic standpoint, as well as a safety and comfort standpoint.   I now live in SLU where such playgrounds exist, and I can see the positive difference it makes to retain young families and have young children a part of the pedestrian scene.  These playgrounds are missing in other Downtown neighborhoods, particularly Denny Triangle and Belltown.  Providing such would add to the vitality of those neighborhoods, would encourage future population growth downtown and near work, and improve the safety of those areas for us all.

John P.
We have lived in a Downtown condo at 1st & Virginia since 1996.  One of the problems that we have experienced is the lack of any Downtown playground area for kids to enjoy when grandchildren and friends with children come to visit.  Yes, we can get in our car and drive to a playground, but doing so restricts children’s' spontaneity.

Families living Downtown with younger children also experience the lack of spaces for kids to play and exercise.  The Downtown parks are adult focused which aren't inviting to family activities.

Therefore, we support and encourage the efforts to create children's play spaces in Downtown Seattle that are easily accessible for residents living here as well as visitors with children.

Weldon I.
I support the grant application for a downtown playground to make Seattle more family friendly.

Jane M S.
I have been living downtown for nearly 15 years and I am thrilled to see the significant increase in the number of young families with children who choose to live in the downtown area.  There are two such families in our building, the Bellora.  At the same time I am concerned about the lack of a safe play space for the children in the downtown core.  Other cities have addressed this issue very effectively.  I hope we can learn from their example and act quickly to provide this essential, yet missing piece of our downtown experience for young families.  

Thank you,

Judy N.
We live near the Farmer’s Market. We moved from Queen Anne. We love not having to drive, having great bus and light rail access. But we do really miss having a playground. Downtown kids need a place to run freely and do a little climbing. It would help attract more families downtown, and give the many tourists and day visitors a place to let their kids play in between visits to other attractions.

Ideally, the playground would have a little wading pool or fountain for kids to splash in on a hot day, but anything would be welcome.

Ruth W. & Todd W.
I am the Front Desk Concierge at “Fifteen Twenty-One” A Luxury Condominium site downtown Seattle. We have a large Community in our Building that has many young families. I have recently seen a few contemplating moving out of the city in favor of more areas for their blooming children to “get out” as they start to grow and becoming active. Seattle does offer an array of great kid friendly establishments like the aquarium, Science Center, Children's Museum, Soundbridge, and the library but a playground would make it come full circle. 

I believe this playground is extremely vital to our downtown core to create a “balanced community”. In order To have healthy children it is our responsibility as a City to provide local outdoor activities that promote community interaction, exposure to natural sunlight, and exercise.

I know land is extremely valuable in downtown, but the value of our children’s well being is priceless. Let’s keep our young families here by providing a place for the children to be active!

If this is in your power to do, I believe this is a decision you will look back on for years and know you have made an incredible difference in thousands of lives. Thank you ahead of time for using your influence in a powerful, positive way for your “neighbors”.  

Best, 

Jenee C.
I was delighted to hear that the city is considering constructing a chidren's playground in downtown Seattle.  We own 2 condos between 2nd and Pike and have long hoped for a playground where my 2 boys (2 years and one 2 months old) can play.  Downtown is a wonderful place to live. We have access to so many kid friendly establishments like the aquarium, library, Sound Bridge, Children's Museum, and the Science Center - all without having to hop into a car.  However, something as fundamental as a playground is severely lacking in downtown Seattle.  A playground is so important for a child's growth - it gives them opportunities to exercise, teaches them motor skills, gives them an opportunity to interact with other children, get fresh air, etc.    The development of a playground, especially one that is actively watched over by the community so that the homeless and criminals will not loiter around,  would show that the city embraces young families rather than pushing/encouraging them to make the flight to the Eastside where there are kid friendly playgrounds.
Please let me know if there is anything I can do to facilitate the construction of a playground in downtown Seattle.  I eagerly await any developments on this project.

Joyce C.
I am writing a passionate letter of support for the development of a new kid’s play space in downtown.  

I lived with my currently 9 year old daughter downtown for four years, but recently moved to the top of Queen Anne.  During her growth from age 5 to age 9, our only play area within the City Center was the playground at Cascade Park.  A wonderful amenity, especially when we could walk through the pea patch and explore all the magical gardens and fragrant flowers.  It became “our” playground, but very difficult to get to safely, crossing the high speed Denny corridor.  We would often drive to Wallingford or Volunteer Park to have another choice.

In addition to a broader selection of more than studio or one bedroom housing, more places for children to enjoy healthy physical activity and find new friends of their own age, may have influenced our decision to move.

To be a great city, we need to be a city for kids.  A new downtown play space is an important step towards that goal.

Best regards,

Bert G.
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