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Families and Children in Downtown Seattle 
DSA Strategic Plan Priority – Family-Friendly Downtown: 
The Downtown Seattle Association’s (DSA) Strategic Plan prioritizes improving amenities and offerings for families with children who live and visit Downtown.   The DSA conducted outreach to over 400 stakeholders, including residents, employees and community leaders over the course of one year in development of the Strategic Plan priorities.  More than 3,000 children currently live Downtown.  Attracting and retaining families is a top priority for making Downtown a diverse and healthy neighborhood.  Many participants in DSA Strategic Planning process noted that amenities for young families, such as parks and playgrounds for kids, are missing in Downtown or not oriented toward families. 

The DSA’s 2011 survey of residents in King, Pierce, Snohomish and Kitsap Counties highlighted the importance of improving amenities for families and children in Downtown as a means to make Downtown more attractive to visitors.  Respondents noted that family and kid-friendly amenities were important to their decision on which urban locations to visit for shopping, dining, etc.  Respondents to the survey believed Downtown Seattle performed poorly in these areas. 

Downtown is the fastest growing neighborhood in Seattle in the last two decades.  

· Downtown Seattle’s residential population increased by more than 72 percent between 1990 and 2010 (over 22,000 additional Downtown residents) and by 20 percent since 2000.  

· The residential population in South Lake Union and the Denny Triangle neighborhoods increased by over 300 percent since 1990, the highest rate of growth for any Downtown neighborhood.

The number of children (those under 20 years old) living Downtown has increased significantly since 1990. 
· There were 1,901 children under 20 years old living Downtown in 1990 and 3,024 in 2010. 

The number of children under age 5 living in Downtown has increased by over 70% since 1990. 

· There were 858 children under the age of 5 living Downtown in 2010.

As children age, they leave Downtown at a rate significantly higher than experienced in other Seattle neighborhoods.    

· In 2000, there were 776 children under the age of 5 living Downtown, however in 2010 there were 294 10-14 year olds, a 49 percent decline.  

· During this same period, the City of Seattle experienced a 14 percent decline for the same group (under 5 in 2000 – 10-14 in 2010) living in the City.  

Downtown has a large – and increasing – population of 25-34 year olds. 
· In 1990, 25-34 year olds comprised 27 percent of the residential population in Downtown.  Today they represent 32 percent of the overall population, compared to 21% for all of Seattle. 

· This is the largest age demographic residing Downtown.  
Figure 1 - Percent Change in Elementary and Middle School Age Population (1990 – 2010)
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More information can be found at: www.DowntownSeattle.com under the “Resources” tab.

